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For the iPads 
that God has 

given us.
- Keaton Cunning-

ham ‘18

My seven-month-old 
grandson.

 - Rick Martin

By Emily Jewett and Ashton Stowell

It was the start of something new. 
Thirty-eight junior girls, nine senior 

leaders, and seven adult leaders, includ-
ing moderator Stacy Baker gathered at St. 
Benedict’s Lodge for the Fall Women’s En-
counter last weekend. 

Senior rectors Kim Knudtson and Ken-
nedy Sundberg led the retreat, often imper-
sonating “High School Musical” characters 
Troy Bolton and Chad Danforth. The “we’re 
all in this together” theme of “High School 
Musical” was perfect for the candidates’ 
journey to find self, God, and others.

The theme was also fitting because it 

helped the juniors to “break the status quo, 
by allowing them to grow in friendship, 
strengthening old and forging new ones. 

“We’ve all grown spiritually together and 
we’re more united as classmates,” junior 
Malia Adee said. 

The retreat was a time to get away from 
the stress and difficulties of everyday life, 
especially in the natural beauty and seren-
ity of the McKenzie River. The weather was 
crisp and pleasant, with no rain or wind-
storms affecting outdoor activities. 

Leaders of the encounter had been pre-
paring for the three day weekend for nearly 
two months.

We’re All In this Together
The Fall Women’s Encounter

The 2015 Fall Women’s Encounter. Photo by Toni Cooper

The health of my 
daughter.

 - Heidi Sušec

Family and football.
 - Connor Speers ‘18

Friends, family, 
and community.
 - Josh Haggas 

‘16

That my family is 
safe. 
 - Grant Nelson 

‘18

For my education 
and for the amaz-
ing teachers I have 
at Marist. 
- Lincy Helbling ‘17

Existence.
 - Ivan Kaurov 

‘19

For both fam-
ily and Marist 

families. 
- Tammy May

I’m 

thankful fo
r 

soup.

 
- Abby 

Reed ‘18

I think that electric-
ity is a good thing 
to be thankful for 
and the creativity 

of our youth.
 -Crist Fudge 

ALWAYS THANKFUL
God, family and 
friends, being at 

Marist, being Ameri-
can, and global com-

munity. 
- Rebecca Larson

I’m thankful my 
family will be 

together.
- Katie Dreiling ‘19

For my mom, 
brothers. and 

dad.
 - Allicia 

Meyer‘16

Friends, family, the Marist 
community, and the red 

Starbucks cups.
 - Nicole Spellman ‘16

Friends, family, 
food, especially 
pie and turkey.

- Sean Tarrant ‘17

Artwork by Bridgette McAllister ‘16


