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Nuxoll Receives Award
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Ferrari and Gonyea Win National Awards
English
teacher
Bill Ferrari
and senior
Caroline
Gonyea
win awards
from the
National
Catholic
Education
Association

History teacher Jon Nuxoll receives his VFW
award. Photo by Andy Oldham

Nick Nepute
STAFF WRITER

Last Thursday, a representative
from the local chapter of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars showed up to history teacher Jon Nuxoll’s 6th period
AP European History class to present
Nuxoll with the VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher Award for
the district. He was awarded the local
post award last December.
Nuxoll was nominated for the
award by Andy Oldham, after being
encouraged by VFW Auxiliary Member and Marist custodian Jerry Rosa,
because of Nuxoll’s commitment to
teach his students about the ideas and
principles that embody America, not
just dates and facts about the physical place. Although Nuxoll won the
local district, he unfortunately did
not win the state nomination to the
national contest.
The VFW also holds an annual
competition for high school students,
the “Voice of Democracy,” in which
student-written essays have the opportunity to win up to $30,000 in
scholarships.

McCool Takes 3rd
JJ Anderson
STAFF WRITER

Last Saturday, six members of the
Speech and Debate team competed
in the McMinnville Invitational, the
biggest in-state tournament they
have competed in during the last five
years.
Although the team did not place,
junior Lindy McCool did place third
in the oratory category. Along with
McCool, five other Spartans—juniors Danielle Shojai, Phoebe Peterman, Chase Bond, Kathryn Thayer
and Hannah McLaughlin—participated in several other categories.

Gonyea Nominated
For Future First Citizen
Maddie Louie
EDITOR

The Marist staff nominee for the
Future First Citizen Award this year
was senior Caroline Gonyea, who
found out at the Chamber of Commerce dinner last Tuesday that she
received a $1,000 scholarship towards her college education, but did
not ultimately win the award.
Gonyea was one of six students
representing local Eugene schools
considered for the award. The award
was given to senior Carmen Lessley
from South Eugene High School.

English teacher Bill Ferrari with a group of his senior students, including Caroline Gonyea. Ferrari is one of 26 educators
across the country to receive a Lead. Learn. Proclaim. award from the NCEA for his outstanding work as a Catholic School
Educator which will be presented to him in April. Gonyea was one of 10 students across the nation to receive a Youth Virtues,
Valor, and Vision award for her work on Project KIND, which can be read about on Pg. 3. Photo by Max Fulton

Catholic Schools Week: Learn, Serve, Lead, Succeed
Marist joins
Catholic schools
across the nation
in celebrating the
value of Catholic
Education
Jason DePaoli
STAFF WRITER

W

ith over 1,400 people
gathered together in the
gym, the communities from
O’Hara Catholic School and

Saint Paul Parish School joined
Marist on Thursday to celebrate
the annual All Schools Mass
led by Archbishop Alexander
Sample and several local priests.
This event, for many Marist students, is a highlight of the annual
Catholic Schools Week being
celebrated this week at over
6,000 Catholic schools around
the nation.
“Going to this Mass has truly
been a blessing for the past 13
years,” senior Grace Gibson
said, “It was always something I
looked forward to, as I loved being able to see my friends from
O’Hara and getting the chance to
sing my favorite worship songs.”
Catholic Schools Week, a

tradition since 1974, recognizes
and acknowledges the importance and the value of Catholic
education.
A Marist Catholic Schools
Week Planning Committee,
made up of students and led by
President Suzanne Graf, worked
alongside Student Council to
plan different activities throughout the week to recognize the
many different parts that go into
making a Catholic school successful: students, alumni, staff
and parents.
One idea they came up with to
bring the greater Catholic education community together, was
the creation of a Catholic Education Chain. The extensive chain

Looking Back, Moving Forward
Dylan Parsons
STAFF WRITER/BUSINESS MANAGER

T

his year’s Metanoia season began with
seniors lining up in the front office at
6:30 a.m. in early December to sign up for
their final class retreat at Marist.
Following finals week, the second of three
batches of seniors went to St. Benedict's
Lodge for their Metanoia, where they spent
time both reflecting and hanging out with

Seniors Caitlyn Vitus, Hadley Peterson, Claire Hoffman and
Amanda Grinder wait for dinner to begin. Photo by Ashley Zhao

their friends. “I felt relaxed. I learned that
life will work out and that my classmates
have plenty of ambitions too. I really liked
getting to reflect and be with my friends,”
senior Jerik Embleton said.
Currently, the senior Metanoias are
led by English teachers Becky Boyd and
Bill Ferrari. The retreat is meant to bring
students together before their departure and
allow them to analyze and appreciate their
Marist experience. “The Metanoia has a
two pronged emphasis on the individual and
communal,” Ferrari said.
The Metanoia, which means “a change of
heart” in Greek, emphasizes community, specifically how seniors will give to the different
communities they choose to be in. Previous
Metanoia leader Mark Chronister said, “I tried
to emphasize gradual change of heart, not one

was debuted at the All Schools
Mass and consisted of strips of
paper linked together. Each slip
of paper had been filled out by
a student, from one of the three
area schools, expressing why
they value their Catholic education.
They also planned a social
for the O’Hara and St. Paul 8th
graders and priests, including the
Archbishop, for right after the
Mass on Thursday. Also planned
was a lunch for the teachers and
staff to acknowledge the countless hours spent teaching and
supporting students.
This morning Student Council
passed out hot chocolate to students as they arrived to school.

Seniors step out and
into the rest of their lives
event, but a lifelong journey.”
The Metanoia is designed to be an introspective experience that will allow students
to assess what they have gained from their
Marist experience before they leave for the
next stage in their lives.
The Metanoia is led with the help of a
variety of Marist graduates. This element
of the retreat gives seniors a chance to ask
their older peers for advice about where they
might be a few years down the road.
The Senior Metanoia has been a longstanding Marist tradition but it was in 1998,
when Andy Oldham and Dr. Rick Martin
took over leading the Metanoias that the
retreat changed to a more introspective and
reflective retreat instead of what it had been
which was sitting and listening to potential
career paths.
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NEWS
briefs

Auditions for the
Little Mermaid

Auditions for the spring musical, The Little Mermaid, are
next Monday, Feb. 5 at 3:30
p.m. in the Bob Devereaux
Theatre. Come prepared to
sing a song of your choice and
read from a script provided by
theatre director Tony Rust.

Val-O-Gram Sales

Val-O-Grams will be sold by
student council in the hallway
outside the cafeteria from Feb.
6-13. The costs are one for 50
cents and three for a dollar.
All proceeds go towards Prom.

Talent Show
Auditions

Auditions for the annual Marist
talent show will take place
before school on Feb. 5, 6 and
9. If interested in auditioning,
sign up through the link posted
to your class Schoology group.
See Mrs. Wirth about audition/
performance requirements.

Spare Change
Mr. Spartans

Grab your spare change from
whatever crevice of your backpack or car it's hiding in, it's
baby saving season! Mr. Spartans will be going around with
jars to collect your spare change
as donations for the next couple
weeks, so be sure to bring in
your dimes and quarters.

Spring Sports Begin

If you are going to be participating in a spring sport, make
sure to turn in your physical
form to the front office before
the season begins.

Seniors, Mark
Your Calendar

Seniors, on April 24, after the
Separation Preparation meeting, you will take your senior
class photo in the shape of
'18. This is a mandatory event
and cannot be missed, so clear
your schedule.

College Now

Students, if you were in a College Now class last semester,
sign up through LCC to get
your credit. CRN numbers are
provided by your teachers and
missing L-numbers can be found
with the help of your counselor.

Take a Stand, Lend a Hand

Nicholson leads
new RISE team
in looking at
Marist culture,
climate and
community
Cameron Gray

EDITOR

S

tarting last September,
Christi Nicholson changed
jobs in the school from Dean of
Students to Director of Student
Services and Activities Director. Nicholson switched because
Marist believed there was a need
for a position that develops and
implements new processes and
programs that will continue to
grow and be supportive of the
culture, climate, community and
spirit of Marist.
Since her job change, Nicholson has been working hard
behind the scenes developing
and implementing programs
and processes that will benefit
the school and its community.
A student-led group was created
last year, with Nicholson overseeing, which was initially called
the anti-bullying team but has
since been changed in name and
purpose to the RISE Team.
The RISE Team was made to

Becky Boyd and Christi Nicholson lead a meeting of the RISE team. Photo by Ivonne Perez

work directly in the school with
students and staff while being led
by Nicholson to better the culture,
climate and community of Marist.
In January, a video was filmed
by professional videographer John
Sperry of volunteer students as part
of the RISE Team’s first campaign,
“Take a Stand, Lend a Hand,” an
anti-bullying campaign. The video
will be shown to the school as
the kick off anti-bullying week in
March, which will feature a different topic of focus each day. Nicholson believes in the importance of
showing that Marist is accepting

and respecting to everyone.
Dr. Johnny Lake from Northwest Christian University came
to Marist to talk to the student
body at an assembly earlier in
the year that focused on race
and other similar topics. Lake
has also been meeting with staff
to discuss cultural competency.
The meetings have been discussing the difference between race,
culture and ethnicity and how
they’re being used incorrectly
throughout America today.
Lake plans to interact with
the student body in the class-

room when he is available about
these topics and more.
Nicholson has also created
a partnership with Marist and
Ophelia’s Place, an organization focused on educating
healthy habits for relationships
as well as online etiquette. The
organization will be working
with students in health classes
focusing on relationships with
peers as well as the use of social
media and its effects on young
people. Ophelia’s Place will also
be educating parents on technology their teenagers are using.

Catching Up With Peter

Marist theatre tells the story
of Peter before The Pan
Claire Hoffman

M

EDITOR

arist theater recently finished up their
second play of the year, Peter and the
Starcatchers. Based on the novel by Dave
Barry and Ridley Pearson, the play provides
a backstory to Peter Pan and gives explanations I have been dying to know since I was
a kid.
It begins introducing three orphans: Ted,
Prentiss and the boy with no name, though
later given the title of Peter Pan, respectively
played by senior Ana Steele, senior Stevie
Davisson (understudy Emma Graton filled in
for two nights) and junior Cole Jones.
After being sold to a king in the land of
Rundoon, the orphans board a ship, the
Neverland, where they meet Molly Aster,
played by senior Corrie Patton. Molly is
a “starcatcher-in-training” and hopes to
win the approval of her starcatcher father,
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Senior Corrie Patton as Molly Aster sings at the end of
the first act. Photo by Toni Cooper

Held aloft by his fellow cast members, junior Cole Jones as Peter Pan flies away at the end of the play. Photo by Toni Cooper

Leonard Aster, played by freshman David
Cornwell. Starcatchers collect “starstuff”
(a.k.a. pixiedust), a magical substance that
falls from the sky and can grant special powers, and also protect it from those who would
misuse it.
In the show, a trunk of starstuff has been
stolen by captain Bill Slank, played by junior
Kelly Schombert. But a group of pirates led
by Black Stache, played by junior Brandon
Foster, throw a wrench in Slank’s plan and
pursue the Neverland along with the treasure
it holds.
As the show continues, Molly works with
Ted, Prentiss and Peter to save the trunk and
prevent it from falling into the pirate’s hands,
swimming through the ocean, climbing up
and down a mountain and facing a gigantic,
ticking crocodile just to keep the trunk safe.
From the overall aesthetic to the small
details throughout the night, I loved every

minute of it. I especially found sophomore
Liv Carlin and senior Sage Rauenzahn’s
performances as the two lovebirds, Mrs.
Betty Bumbrake and Alf, both hilarious and
entertaining.
I also could finally answer the questions
I had been spending all of my life asking:
Why does the crocodile tick? How did Peter
Pan get to Neverland? Why does he never
want to grow up? I was at last, satisfied.
This is also one of director Tony Rust’s
favorite plays, and is not Tony Rust’s first
time directing it. He produced Peter and
the Starcatchers last winter at the Cottage
Theater, to which many members of that
production’s cast came to opening night to
watch Marist’s rendition of the play.
Rust also noted that last year’s theater tech
class helped construct many of the props used in
Cottage Theater production, which Marist then
brought back to use in this latest production.

Please Recycle
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SMARTer than Average
Students team
up to help
teachers and
classmates
with
technology
issues

Mr. Spartan season in full swing

T

he Mr. Spartan program has begun its annual drive to
raise money for the Children’s Miracle Network and
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Sacred Heart Riverbend
Hospital. CMN helps collect the donations and then distributes
them to Sacred Heart Medical Center so every child that comes
to the hospital can be treated regardless of the family's financial
situation.
The 10 male senior contestants for the title of the Mr. Spartan
2018 are currently working with their female senior partners and
two junior coordinators-in-training to plan a host of fundraisers
before the program culminates with the Mr. Spartan Pageant on
Saturday, April 14 in the Marist Gym at 7 p.m.

Andy Oldham leads the Spartan SMART team in a discussion. Photo by Ashley Zhao

Liesl Benda

T

STAFF WRITER

his year, Vice Principal Andy
Oldham decided to test a new
concept in the Marist community:
Spartan SMART.
Spartan SMART is a team of
students assembled to support
fellow students and faculty with
basic problems relating to educational technology. The students
are encouraged to find new methods of technology management.
“It is starting with a vision and
seeing if we can make it come
to life. We are taking a risk,”
Oldham said.
The members were invited
to participate based on teacher

recommendations and include
seniors Sarah Cavinee and Caitlyn Park, Juniors Mia Graves,
Bridgette Blansett and Keegan
Pond, sophomores Emmerine
Helbling, Andy Fudge, Griffin
Sydow, James Cross, Santanna
James and Nikola Susec and
freshman Matthew Beach.
The team assesses issues, provides advice and gives direction
related to technology. In addition, the team offers support to
Marist’s current IT team through
trainings, workshops and developing “self-help” guides.
Spartan SMART doesn’t just
benefit the school community,
it benefits the students who are

part of the team. They develop
communication skills and earn
academic credits based on their
participation.
So far, Spartan SMART has
impacted Marist in a positive
way. At the beginning of the
year, the team earned their wings
at freshman iPad orientation and
were a huge help for the incoming class.
Oldham has high hopes for
the future of Spartan SMART.
“My vision is to have a group of
students who can really put into
action our academic culture and
can provide leadership in using
technology to improve learning,”
he said.

Cameron Gray & Kaitlyn Funk
& Caroline Gonyea

Q: What is your favorite childhood memory?
A: Going to Triangle Lake with my family and staying
up late with my cousins. -Kaitlyn Funk

Calder Smith & Jasmine Doremus
& Alyssa Snyder

Q: What's the best pet to have as a kid?
A: A dog, specifically a pug. -Jasmine Doremus

Joey Weilbrenner & Lauren Eagen

Q: What book would you read to your child?
A: Green Eggs and Ham because it's a classic.
-Joey Weilbrenner

Peter Hart & Kate Sherman
& Ellen Conway

Spreading
KINDness

Q: What was your favorite Disney movie as a kid?
A: Sleeping Beauty! I would watch it with my aunt at least
once a day and we would sing along. -Ellen Conway

Ben Hakala & Ashley Alldridge

Q: What would be your biggest parenting
challenge?
A: Trying to get sleep and watch the baby.
-Ben Hakala

Connor Fitzpatrick & Emma Graton

Q: What would the pageant theme be if it
were up to you?
A: Olympics. I think it'd be cool to follow up on
what's going on this year around the world.
-Emma Graton

Senior Caroline Gonyea
creates program to help middle
schoolers be nice to one another

Justin Potwora & Annie McNeil

Maddie Louie

O

EDITOR

nce a month, on a chosen late-in school
day, a group of students drag themselves
out of bed early in the morning and go to O’Hara
Catholic School. There, they gather with the current 8th grade students and spend the first hour
of their morning leading a mini retreat to start a
conversation about universal middle school issues
such as social media use, cliques, exclusion and
insecurities by actively engaging students through
discussion and activities. This is Project KIND, a
program aimed to cultivate a positive school atmosphere that was put into effect last school year by
current Marist senior Caroline Gonyea.
After her own personal middle school experience, Gonyea wanted to start Project KIND. “I
wanted to do something that would ease someone else’s struggles in any way,” Gonyea said, “I
couldn’t be the only one going through something
like this.”
She found inspiration in various projects, but still
sought for something that would fit the needs of
a school better. Gonyea spent years designing the
curriculum that she implements at O’Hara today.
After pitching her idea to the principal of
O’Hara, Gonyea turned to her peers and formed
a team to bring her idea life. “I just had to talk to
a lot of people that I thought were kind people,”
Gonyea said. “I was so nervous every single time I

Senior Caroline
Gonyea.

had to tell someone about it. I was super vulnerable
in doing all this, and I had to have the confidence
that what I was doing could have potential.”
Gonyea and her team introduced Project KIND
to the O’Hara 7th graders in second semester last
school year. The team picked it up after the summer and continued to work with the same class
through each mini retreat; and Gonyea is already
organizing a new team of Marist sophomores and
juniors to continue Project KIND in the future. “I
have plans to expand the program to reach more
middle schools as well,” Gonyea said.
“With Project KIND, I’m focusing on what we
can do instead of what we shouldn’t do,” Gonyea
said. “I firmly believe that if I am able to impact
even only a single individual, all my work will be
worth it.”
For her work on Project KIND, Gonyea was recently awarded the NCEA Youth Virtues, Valor and
Vision award. Gonyea was one of 10 other students
given the award nationwide. Gonyea earned this
award because, as stated on the NCEA website,
she "has become a hero to those who have been
touched or nourished by her work and initiative."

Q: When you were a kid, what was your
favorite toy?
A: Webkinz. I had about 30 of them and it was so
fun to play with them online! -Annie McNeil

Kai Fuji & Claire Eagen
& Taylor Heitman

Q: Who did you most admire as a kid?
A: Laura Hubbard because of her kind heart
and cookies. -Kai Fuji

Griffith Bell & Maddy Nowicki
Q: When you were a kid, what did you
want to be when you grew up?
A: A marine biologist so I could study
sharks. -Griffith Bell

Griffin Puls & Christiana Fountain
& Hadley Peterson

Q: What was your favorite board game as a kid??
A: Candy Land. Plumpy was the man. -Griffin Puls

Sarah Barker & Jane Barker

Q: If you had twins, what would their names be?
A: Mayonnaise (nicknamed May) and Banjo
(nicknamed Jo). -Jane Barker
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Surviving High
School Stress

The different kinds of stress and tips on dealing with them
Liesl Benda

A

STAFF WRITER

s a high school student,
it often seems that one
word applies to life more than any
other: stress. From tests to group
projects to family issues, the teen
years can be anxiety provoking.
“We’ve now reached a point in our
country where teens report even
higher levels of stress than adult,”
Renee Villanueva, a child and family therapist at Thrive Behavioral
Health, said.
From health class, you may
know that there are two types of
stress: eustress, which is good stress,
and distress, which is bad stress.
Eustress helps you achieve your
goals and ultimately leads to more
happiness. It often occurs in the form
of short bouts of low-pressure stress,
like when you’re excited about a
deadline, test or giving a speech.
“Being challenged, being
pushed, or choosing to push
oneself to meet difficult (stressful)
goals can build resilience and help
teens discover that they’re more
capable than they realized,” Villanueva said.
Distress, which can either be
short-term or long-term, is often
accompanied by the feeling of

helplessness due to lack of control
in your own life. Situations that
contribute to distress include relationship struggles, ongoing high
demands at work with little breaks
or the loss of a loved one.
Distress is considered destructive
because you never get the opportunity to recover from the natural
fight-or-flight response triggered
by stress. Because of this, the immune, reproductive, excretory and
digestive systems are unable to
return to normal function.
Issues may arise such as difficulty focusing, heart disease, irritability, memory loss, depression
and weight gain.
Closer to home, another contributor to distress in today’s society,
especially for teens, is social media.
“Drama is now a 24-7 part of life
for many teens and it isn’t healthy
for them,” Villanueva, said.
By participating in different
media platforms like Instagram,
a common media platform for
posting photo or videos, our lives
can be constantly on display for
everyone to see, and the pressure
of that can be overwhelming.
Try taking a weekend for yourself, where you don’t use your
phone. Or, go out to dinner with

your family and everyone leave
their phones at home. It may seem
like a challenge to disconnect, but
is so rewarding.
Distress isn’t something that
should rule teen's lives. There
are a variety of ways to relieve
unhealthy stress. Good self-care
habits such as healthy eating, good
sleep habits and exercise may help.
Also, try to avoid negative selftalk and be kind to yourself. Always
know that you can talk about your
emotions to people who you trust.
Many teens deal with distress. In
fact, Villanueva said according to
stats she’s seen, over 80% of teens
have felt the effects of distress at
some point. And for many of them,
distress, and the anxiety that often
accompanies it, is serious.
While distress is negative, if
teens can identify their stressors—
whether it be parent expectations,
loss of loved ones, self-image issues or worries about the future—
they can work to break the cycle of
their distress.
“Working with teens is my
favorite thing in the world because
they have an amazing ability to get
through it somehow, some way,
even when it feels like too much,”
Villanueva said.

Because of distress...

31%

of teens reported
feeling overwhelmed

30%
36%

of teens reported
feeling tired

23%

of teens reported
skipping a meal

According to
TeenHelp.com

Recycling Ruined?
Caroline Gonyea

R

What to do now that China no
longer takes our recycling
EDITOR

educe, Reuse, Recycle. That’s what
we’ve been taught to do in order to
do our part to help the environment, right?
Well yes… Until now.
As of Jan 1, China is no longer accepting
recycling imports from a number of
countries including the United States. So
what now?
I decided to go to the source and made a
call to the Lane County Waste Management
Division and was put in touch with Waste
Reduction Specialist Sarah Grimm.
“Three cheers to you for choosing this
subject,” Grimm said upon hearing I was
investigating the recycling situation.
Grimm forwarded me an assortment of
materials to help me further understand just
how complex the predicament is.
For the last decade, China has willingly
accepted recycling materials from the U.S.
so the ban came as somewhat of a surprise
to the Waste Management Division. In
October, the ban went into full effect since
it can take up to three months for material
sent from the U.S. to arrive in China.
Before the ban, China accepted recycling
with contamination anywhere from 5-13%.
Now, China won’t take anything with more
than 0.05% contamination, which is next to
nothing.
So what can we do here at Marist? We
can do our part by focusing on ways to
reduce our waste by buying and using less
products that do not break down easily.
By being smarter consumers and
refraining from purchasing those items that
will likely get thrown away in a year, we
contribute to building a more conscientious

society and are better stewards of our
planet.
We can reuse materials in new and
creative ways or at least get multiple uses
out of products that can’t be recycled.
Reusing Ziploc bags or glass jars and
repurposing old furniture are just a couple
ways to reuse materials that are commonly
tossed out. Investing in reusable grocery
bags is another great idea.
And we must educate ourselves on what
can and cannot now be recycled. “It’s so
important to not put things in the recycling
that you don’t know are allowed,” Grimm
said.
After speaking with Marist’s recycling
guru June Miller, I got the scoop and asked
her how we can do better here at Marist.
She informed me that the best thing to do
is understand what is and is not recyclable.
Take for instance the lowly coffee cup
-which cannot be recycled. Hot beverage
cups do not break down easily and they
are considered contaminated material and
should not be thrown into a recycling bin.
It makes sense since no one wants to deal
with sour, spoiled milk. “It’s disgusting
what people throw in there,” Miller said.
According to NPR, the recyclables
with no destination or with too much
contamination are “garbage” with “no
value” since “there is no demand for it in
the marketplace.” All of this means it is
even more important that we do our best
to clean out and separate the items that are
recyclable so we don’t contribute more to
landfills then we intended. And the more
materials that don’t have to be sent to the
landfills, the better.

¿Hablas
Español?

of teens reported
feeling sad or
depressed

The Do's and Don'ts
Of Recycling

MORE THINGS ARE RECYCLABLE AT DESIGNATED
SITES: Auto

Batteries, Electronics, Yard
Debris and Scrap Metal

Image provided by Lane County Waste Management

How I've used Spanish
outside the classroom
Jason DePaoli
STAFF WRITER

T

he ability to communicate in another
language has opened doors to opportunities and encounters I would have
never been able to experience.
My journey in learning Spanish began
when I was in Pre-Kindergarten as a four
year-old learning colors and numbers.
Learning a language has never been easy
for me, but it has been something that
actively engages me in an exciting way.
Little did I know that learning this language at such a young age would result
in me entering high school a year ahead
of the normal expectations.
The first time I ever used Spanish
outside of the classroom was Christmas
break of my sophomore year. I went to
the store to buy a blanket because our
furnace was not working and a lady who
was only able to speak Spanish was lost
and needed help finding the medicine
aisle because her child was sick. She
could not find anyone to help her, but
luckily I overheard her and we were able
to find a store clerk who could point us
in the right direction.
This was the first time I realized that
learning another language transcends sitting in a desk and stumbling over words.
The summer prior to my junior year,
my brother and I were fortunate enough
to go to Playa Del Carmen, a city in
Mexico, with my Grandfather and I
knew it would result in more complex
conversations than “hola” and “adiós.”
The entire time I was constantly
translating back and forth between my
family and the native speakers. It got to
the point where it became natural and
was not as terrifying as I thought it was
going to be.
Obviously I was not fluent and only
speaking in partial sentences that my
Spanish teacher would disapprove of.
However, I was actually prepared for using Spanish in the real world, which was
something I never would have realized
without being given the opportunity.
I was happy that 13 years of learning
a language had finally culminated into
using it in the real world.
Spanish, or even another language
for that matter, has always been an area
of excitement for me. I love the idea of
being able to speak another language because it allows me to have so many more
possibilities. When I move onto college,
which seems to be closer and closer
each day, I plan on minoring in Spanish
to continue my study and with hopes of
possibly traveling abroad.

Junior
Jason
DePaoli
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Spectacular Spartans Serve
Claire Hoffman
EDITOR

M

arist lives by Matthew 25:40:
“Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Christian service is a part of the
school’s core, incorporating it in many

ways, from mission trips to Project
Starfish fundraising. One of the main
forms of service at Marist are the multiple hours of service students complete
while earning their 50 hours of volunteering needed for graduation.
This service includes helping groups
of individuals who are the most needy
in our community, including those ex-

periencing poverty, illness, disabilities,
those in at-risk home circumstances, or
working with the elderly.
Sometimes students go way beyond
the 50 hour requirement. The three
students below are just three of the many
who have gone over and above the 50
hours and have exceeded expectations.
And they've done it with a servant’s heart.

Sarah, Julie and Mo Cavinee in 2016. Photo courtesy of
Sarah Cavinee

Sarah Cavinee

T

EDITOR

his year is the first year I’ve been in
the same school as my younger sister,
Mo, since we were in elementary school.
Being in the same school as her has made
me fully appreciate my decision to transfer
my junior year so that she would follow me
and get to spend all four years of her high
school career at Marist.
From the moment I became a Spartan I was immediately welcomed by the
Marist community. It was refreshing that
my Marist teachers cared more about my
comprehension and understanding of their
subjects than focusing on if I had organized
my notes properly to their standard. But
while I had transferred away from a school
of pointless walk-outs, political agendas
in the classrooms and constantly feeling at
odds with others, my sister was still experiencing all of that at her middle school.
At South I was always the only one
standing with my hand over my heart on
the one day a week that the National Anthem was said over the intercom.
When our mom returned home after 18
months from her third overseas deployment
to Afghanistan, still in uniform, she was
denied the ability to surprise my sister in
her classroom. Instead Mo was brought to
a separate room and while she was happy
about my mom’s return, she felt a little
cheated. We all felt that my mom had been
politically profiled by not being allowed in
Mo's classroom, when other parents were
allowed into the classroom for birthdays
and such.
This was the breaking point where I
knew that things needed to change and that
we weren’t happy at our schools.
Marist is a stark contrast to the experience of public school because here
patriotism is advocated for, school spirit
is welcomed with open arms and faith is
deeply valued. At Marist, I strive to learn,
I enjoy my classes because there is a value
to my education and traditions whereas at
South, it seemed most students just didn’t
care.
I am so glad I transferred because that
means Mo will be in an environment of
school spirit, faith and academic excellence
that will better prepare her for college and
finding who she will become.

Stacey Baker presents Molina-Gomez with a cross
for serving on an Encounter. Photo by Toni Cooper

Caracol sings in the November Rock Band
concert. Photo by Teresa Molina-Gomez

Blondé reflects while reading the gospel on the
Encounter.

Supplying Springfield

Senior Helping Seniors Serving Food and Safety

Teresa Molina-Gomez has spent a
total of 137 hours so far devoting
her time to helping those less fortunate than herself. She primarily
volunteered at the Brattain House,
a relief center for families in the
Springfield School District.

Erin Caracol has completed the
most recorded service by a senior
this year, totalling 187 hours. She
completed a majority of this at
Farmington Square, a senior assisted living center, and also spent
time at Homeless Hospitality.

Erik Blondé has totalled 130 hours of
service, including numerous hours at
Food for Lane County. He also spent
time volunteering at Safety Town, a
two-week program sponsored by the
Eugene Police Department that educates children about safety awareness.

For the LOVE of our Furry Friends
Helping animals can be fulfilling

Jackson Avery
Mersino

Megan Mersino
EDITOR

I

t’s 2 a.m. and I can’t stop bingeing video after video of dog rescues. After my
iconic vegetarian story in the Spartan Spear

a couple years ago, it has become wellknown that I have a huge heart for animals
(and to clarify no - I’m not vegetarian).
Luckily, I didn’t have to go out on the
streets to find a stray in order to help animals in our area.
Greenhill Humane Society, located
on Green Hill Road, has many ways
for anyone to get involved. They care
immensely for their furry friends and have
successfully saved approximately 90% or
more of the animals that came into their
care over the past seven years.
For anyone who has the ability to adopt,
accepting an animal into your life can be
extremely rewarding for both you and
your family’s new addition. According to
The Humane Society of the United States,
“Not only do animals give you unconditional love, but they have been shown
to be psychologically, emotionally and
physically beneficial to their companions.”
Amen.
If you know me, you know my dog
Jackson too. My family adopted him in
2016 from Luvable Dog Rescue, another
shelter in the area dedicated to re-homing

strays. He has become the piece of the
puzzle to our family we didn’t know we
needed, but we couldn’t live without. After
welcoming him into my life, I quickly
learned that coming home from school
to an excitable and energetic pup can
brighten any bad day.
If adoption seems like too much of
a commitment right now, Greenhill is
always looking for foster parents who can
open their hearts and homes to many types
of animals such as kittens and puppies,
adult animals recovering from surgery or
illness, or animals who just need a break
from the stress of the shelter environment.
Depending on the animal’s needs and the
foster parent’s availability, foster stays can
vary from two weeks to several months.
It’s a great way to add some furry love to
your life for a shorter period of time.
Another way to help, and by far one of
my favorite options, is visiting Greenhill
and spending a little time to cheer up the
day of a lucky cat or dog in their cattery or
kennel. The staff there allows you to take
the dogs on walks and cuddle with both
cats and canines!

Get to know
Marist's new
chaplain and
theology teacher

Marist Chaplain Fr. Theo.
Photo by Ashley Zhao

Megan Mersino

F

EDITOR

ather Theo Lange, priest of the
Archdiocese of Portland, has been
welcomed into the Marist community as
Chaplain and a senior and junior theology
teacher this year.
His primary duties include celebrating
all Marist masses, helping on retreats,
being a part of the Campus Ministry staff,
and teaching an Ecumenical and InterReligious Studies class of seniors and a
Church History class of juniors.
He is a part of the Campus Ministry

staff with Liturgy Coordinator Julie Ferrari and Director of Campus Ministry and
Formation Rick Martin Ed.D. The Campus Ministry staff meets regularly to talk
about the Catholic identity of the school
and the overall programs.
Father Theo is “available to students
and staff anytime for any spiritual reason,” said Ferrari.
He is a friend to all and will greet
anyone he comes across with a smile. It
was his first time teaching an Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Studies class and
he approached the new opportunity with

enthusiasm and excitement. His class was
easily to become immersed in because he
was willing to answer any questions his
class came up with.
Father Theo attended Mount Angel
Seminary in 2002 and earned a bachelor’s
degree of arts in philosophy and literature
in 2004. He attained a sacred theology
bachelor’s degree from the Gregorian
University in Rome in 2007.
In 2016, Father Theo was designated
as a Missionary of Mercy by the Pope for
the Jubilee Year of Mercy and gave talks
around the region.
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Valentine's Day ICONIC COUPLES CROSSWORD
1

2

In search of the best Blizzard
that Dairy Queen has to offer,
we spent countless days of
winter break taste-testing all
of the classic creations available.
After weeks of reflection, we have
perfected our Blizzard rankings. From
the downright delicious to the chunky
and disgusting, here are the results:

3

5

6

4

7

8

9
11

10

12
13

15

Triple Truffle 9/10

14

16

The three different chocolates offer variety
and an explosion of flavors!

17

Chocolate Xtreme 8/10

18

If you are a chocolate connoisseur, this is
hands down the Blizzard for you!

19

20

21

Butterfinger 8/10
Finger lickin' good.

Cookie Dough 7/10

22

Made with delicious vanilla soft serve and of
course the best part is the cookie dough.

23

24

Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup 7/10

Peanut butter and chocolate are meant to
be together.

26
25

Royal Ultimate Choco Brownie 7/10

This chocolatey delight is packed with brownie
bites and a ribbon of fudge down the center.

27

Oreo 6/10

Oreos and ice cream, a match made in Heaven.

M&M 5.5/10

Crunchy chocolate makes eating this delicious.

Heath 5/10

While crunchy, it comes across as a little bland.

Salted Caramel Truffle 5/10

This Blizzard seems like it could be yummy,
but the salt overwhelms all other flavors.

Strawberry Cheesecake 2/10
Cake doesn't work in a blizzard.

Turtle Pecan Cluster 2/10

This is one of the grossest ice creams ever! It’s
absolutely flavorless, just nuts and ice cream.

Royal New York Cheesecake 1/10
Weird texture ruins the royal ice cream.

Banana Split 0/10

Worst blizzard EVER! Indigestible! Stains
carpet! DO NOT ORDER!

DOWN

1. She guides her students through The Odyssey and he guides
junior/senior students through the college admissions process.
2. She’s the one who will track you down for your service
hours, he’s the one who will give you a paper two weeks in
advance but you wait till the night before to write it.
3. The Pixar movie of a couple who dreamed of moving to the
top of Paradise Falls.
4. This Wizards of Waverly Place star left The Weekend for
who?
6. The Joker’s iconic girlfriend from the 2016 DC Comics film
“Suicide Squad.”
10. Where did "Friends'" Monica and Chandler first get together?
11. Who wrote the famous line, “Two households, both alike in
dignity, in fair Verona.”
12. “Some _______ are bigger than other _______.”
13. “Nobody puts Baby in a _______”
14. This Marist power couple got married on a school abroad
trip to Rome
17. Shaggy's partner in crime
19. Her first kiss was on "That 70 ’s Show" with her current husband.

Campus K9s
M

Want to make a DIFFERENCE in
today's youth this Summer?
Service Hours:

Become a Counselor in Training (CIT) for
our Summer Camps.

Earn Money:
Apply to be a lifeguard and protect lives.

youth@eugeneymca.org
www.eugeneymca.org

ACROSS

5. What did Ross say at the altar of his second wedding?
7. What is the name of Mickey and Minnie Mouse’s dog?
8. What Chris Brown song was played at Jim and Pam’s wedding?
9. Who is Edward’s other half in the famous Twilight couple?
15. What is the name of Kim and Kanye’s second child?
16. Former English department teacher whose wife makes
wedding dresses.
18. From what movie is the quote “As you wish,” from?
21. “Only an act of true love can thaw a ______ heart”
22. American Meghan Markle is engaged to which Prince of
the United Kingdom?
23. “Here’s looking at you, kid."
25. The quote “If you’re a bird, I’m a bird.” is from the movie
The _________
26. Duchess of Cambridge who is married to Prince William
the Duke of Cambridge.
27. “Me and Jenny goes together like ____ and carrots.”

By Megan Mersino

eet Zoe! You may know her
as the friendly face around
campus walking with Mr. Oldham.
She is a Border Collie Lab Mix and
almost fourteen years old. Zoe is a
trained therapy dog and is extremely empathetic. She is calmer now
but in her younger years she was
once a playful pup.
FUN FACT: she wears colorful
diapers to bed!

20. From what movie is the quote, “Never let go Jack, never
let go!” from?
24. What buildings did Bonnie and Clyde rob for a living?

I

t's Casey! The comforting Casey
can be found in Mr. Fox's room
either snuggled up next to some
students or playing with her tennis
ball. She is a Golden Retriever, and
around seven years old. According
to Mr. Fox, she is “the calmest and
gentlest dog you’ve ever seen.”
FUN FACT: you can follow
Casey’s instagram page
@caseyappreciationpage

A

nnouncing Annie! She is the
sweetheart spending her time
in Mrs. Reed’s room. Annie is a
purebred Golden Retriever and is
eight years old. Reed says, “she
lives to eat and and get attention”.
FUN FACT: She was trained
through the PAWS program for
therapy dogs at age two.
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Come One, Come all

More Club Updates...
CHESS: After several years’ absence from
the Midwestern Chess League, Marist is back
thanks to these dedicated players: juniors
Nick Clark, Gabe Garboden, Will Kielm, Iain
Waddell, Chase Bond, Rainy Adkins and Tyler
Stormo make up the nucleus of a revived Marist
Chess Team. Matches with area schools
continue on Wednesdays, alternating between
Willamette and Pleasant Hill high schools.

Clubs that focus on fun and relaxation

Jason DePaoli

B

STAFF WRITER

ecause of the hectic and busy lives
of today’s high school students, one
more obligation is the last thing kids want
or need. But a walk-in club where the only
requirement is to show up, relax and have
fun is a welcomed reprieve from the crazy
stress that many teens say they experience.
One club that has really taken off at
Marist this year that allows for anyone
who wants to do something and has time to
spare in order to feel relaxed and explore
the arts in a different way is the Origami
Club. The foundation of the club is the
shared passion of students to research and
take part in the ancient Japanese art of
paper-folding.
Origami Club provides the members
with a very calming environment that
promotes relaxation for the busy student.

The club is led by Japanese teacher,
Miyoko Nakajima King, who allows the
students to explore the art themselves, but
provides assistance when asked.
Another club that allows anyone and
everyone to walk in and enjoy art whenever
they choose to do so, is Coloring Club led by
junior Mia Graves. Coloring Club is a group
for students to join if they share a similar
desire to relax through a creative outlet.
The student led Coloring Club aims to
end student stress and promote communal
joy and is running for its third year. The
club is open to anyone who feels called to
color, and wants to take a relaxing break
during the busyness of the school week.
Graves, who is often joined by art
teacher Erica Gingerich and/or theology
teacher Julie Ferrari prints off coloring
sheets and allows the members to simply
walk in, sit down, grab the provided
coloring utensils and color.
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A student
begins
the final
steps of
folding an
origami
crane.
Photo by
Hannah
Welch

Freshman Phoebe Notenboom folds
one part of an origami pinwheel.
Photo by Christina Park

MUN: Marist Model United Nations club is in
its second year of existence. Delegates will be
representing the countries of Canada and Belarus
in the 2018 Oregon MUN Spring Conference.
PING-PONG: Marist Ping Pong Club came
to be last year because of the hard work of
founder and self-proclaimed “Supreme Lord
Dictator” senior Justin Potwora. When asked
about the origins of the club, Potwora said, “I
thought wit da boys... what would be better
than playing sum ping pong during lunch.”
Under the watchful eye of overseer Noah
Breslaw, they are currently in the midst of the
Minecraft Open.

MONDAY STORY COLLECTION

At 10:45 a.m. every Monday morning the staff of the Spartan Spear open up a Google Doc and wait patiently for a prompt that
grabs their attention. Then each staff member fills up a page with whatever comes to their mind. The stories can be any anything
from a short narrative to a passionate argument. Here’s a few of our favorites...
“Tell about a time when you did
something spontaneous”
By Maddie Louie
Over the first weekend in January, I
took a 48 hour vacation. My family and I
arrived at PDX at 5 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 5
and returned to PDX at 5 p.m. on Sunday,
Jan. 7. Besides for the obvious traveling
and sleeping and eating, my family spent
the rest of those 48 hours at the happiest
place on Earth: Disneyland.
Disneyland is changing, or at least the
California Adventure Park is. In the last
few months of 2017, Disney announced
that Paradise Pier was leaving. That
iconic boardwalk, equipped with the
ever exciting roller coaster California
Screamin’, is going away. Paradise Pier is
to be replaced with Pixar Pier, all of the
boardwalk area will be redesigned and
redecorated, and California Screamin’ is
going to become an Incredible’s themed
rollercoaster.
My sister and I were livid. California
Screamin’ was near and dear to both of
us, there’s no reason for it to change. My
sister begged my father to take us back to
Disneyland so we could go ride California
Screamin’ one more time. My father
refused, so she made a bet with him.
Amazingly, she won. She demanded
a trip to Disneyland and my father had
no choice but to agree. We booked our
tickets, grabbed my cousins and some
family friends and took the trip down on
the first weekend of January to take our
last ride on California Screamin’.

Open 7 days/week
Minors till 9pm
Corner of 13th and Oak,
Downtown Eugene
LevelUpArcade.com
(541) 654-5632

My sister, her friend, my cousins and
I did 16 straight hours on the Disney lot.
From 8 a.m. to midnight, we rode hard
and fought the crowds to get in as much as
we could. We did 22 rides over the course
of the day, not taking a single break other
than to eat and wait in line.
My last ride of California Screamin’
featured the bright lights of Paradise Pier
shining against the night sky as I screamed
through loops and corkscrews and was
rocketed forward from a standstill. It was
the best last ride that I could have asked
for and it made the insanely short trip to
California completely worth it. ✤
“What's one trait you've tried
the hardest to change”
By Cameron Gray
I am a perfectionist. I never chose to
be. I never wanted to be. I never fully
break out of it.
Growing up, I was very gifted.
Everything I did I was good at. That’s
not very humble to say but it’s the truth.
School was easy, sports were fun, friends
came naturally. I got used to success.
My parents did too. They began to
demand it. If I didn’t excel I wasn't doing
good enough. I developed the mindset
when I was just a third grader that
mistakes meant I was a failure. I only
had worth if I was perfect. Failure, in any
form, meant I was not good enough. At
points, I even thought love was only given
if I was successful.
This mindset messed, me, up.

Middle school made it worse. I was
abandoned by all my friends in sixth grade
because I was going to a different high
school, Marist. I was ignored, bullied,
excluded and I thought it was all my fault,
that I did something to deserve this, that
I messed up in some way that warranted
this treatment. The only thing that saved
me was acting like them. If I made them
laugh, at the expense of someone else. My
stupid seventh grade self somehow figured
that this was how I had to act, stealing
happiness from someone else and wearing
it in a disguise. It wasn’t real, but it kept
the hyenas that those kids were from
tearing me apart.
So when I went into high school, I had
the mindset that any mess ups, academic,
athletic, social, resulted in shame, made
me worthless and could only be remedied
by stealing that happiness from someone
else.
God, I am lucky that the people here
showed me that’s not true. People liked
me even when I failed. They supported me
no matter what. They showed me that they
cared, truly and deeply cared.
They helped me fight against the
terrible mindset I developed.
Still I try to break the habits that are
so ingrained into me. Still I panic inside
when I get a bad grade. Still I freak out
when a friend doesn’t respond to a text.
My mind instantly goes to the worst
possible scenario and it’s difficult to
shatter that image once it’s in my head.
But I try. ✤

“Tell about a time you found
something valuable"
By Ivonne Perez
It was during my junior year in precalc, when I realized I lost my graphing
calculator. It wasn’t an instance where I
forgot it at home; it was a time where like,
“dang, where is it?!” After begging Mrs.
Patterson to let me borrow a calculator,
the bell rung, and the fear sunk in. These
things aren’t cheap and I may or may not
already have had to buy a replacement two
months prior.
So as the school day ended, I
contemplated my options. I could borrow
someone’s calculator for the rest of the
year, but then when finals roll around, that
can become a tricky situation. I could play
the victim card and say it was stolen, but
then have my parents call the school to
start an investigation...for a calculator.
And then I stumbled upon my last
option, which seemed the most viable,
telling the truth. After hours of trying to
think of the right words to say to not get
in trouble, yet at the same time, getting
money to buy a new calculator, the time
came to approach the parentals.
The closer and closer I got them, the
more fear began to set in. I was about to
speak when I saw the shiny plastic pink
cover. I guess it never dawned on me to
look around my house for it. So all this
trouble for a graphing calculator was for
nothing. But hey, good news, I haven’t
lost the calculator again since.
So yeah, life’s good. ✤
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ne day in Newspaper, the editors were discussing things, and as often happens, the topic turned to Severus Snape. Cam and Maddie's differing
opinions on the "character" of Snape has turned into a loud, in-depth discussion that has lasted the entire second quarter and is still going strong.
They go back and forth daily, often bringing teachers and classmates into their discussions: Is he good? Is he bad? Are his actions justified? Are they
not? etc. And while their opinions overlap in some areas, most of the time they differ completely as you'll soon read in the discussion below...

CAM: I believe that Snape’s
selfless actions, such as being a
double agent and risking his life
daily to save the wizarding world,
outweigh his selfish actions and
make him a good person.
MADDIE: I believe that Snape’s
selfish actions, such as taking out
his hatred on his students through
emotional abuse and intense
bullying to the point that he
became one of his student’s worst
fears, outweigh his selfless actions
and make him a bad person.
CAM: See, Snape is a strict
teacher. He expects a lot out of
his students and isn’t scared to
push them. I don’t believe it was
bullying or abuse.

MADDIE: It was totally bullying.
Are you kidding me? McGonagall
is a strict teacher who expects
a lot from her students and isn’t
afraid to challenge them, but you
don’t see her threatening to kill
her student’s pets or ignoring
student’s when they’re hurt.
Snape basically threatened to kill
Neville’s frog if Neville screwed
up on a potion in class.

CAM: Neville is the exception.
Voldemort was going to kill either
Neville or Harry for reasons it
would take too long to explain.
Snape resented Neville because
Voldemort chose Harry instead
of Neville which resulted in the
death of Lily Potter, the only
person who had showed any
kindness to Snape. If a student
was connected to the death of one
of McGonagall's loved ones she
might have been a little mean to
them too.
MADDIE: But it’s not Neville’s
fault that Harry was chosen
and Lily was killed. Snape
should’ve matured and realized
that and stopped treating Neville
so horribly. Snape’s teaching
towards all of his students was
through fear and favoritism to the
point that he was Neville’s worst
fear. And why? Because Snape
himself was bullied in school?
Yeah, he was bullied by the
Marauders—James, Sirius, Lupin
and Peter—but he acted just as
horribly towards them.

CAM: Yes, Snape shouldn’t have
acted that way to Neville, but

What house would you be in?
Ravenclaw.
Do you think Snape is a good person?
He did good things but for selfish
reasons.
What spell would help you most in your life
and why?
"Accio" (the come-here spell).
What subject would you teach at Hogwarts?
Charms or transfigurations
What would you turn into if you were an
animagus?
A Fox.

that does not make him an evil
man, it makes him human. Lily’s
death was traumatic to Snape. His
feelings for Neville stem from that
trauma. He wasn’t just bullied in
school. He was excluded, abused,
harassed and ostracized. The way
he acted towards the Marauders
is not close to the same as how he
was treated. The Marauders were
loved by everyone, Snape was
hated. It’s like someone getting
mad that they got squirt with
a water gun after they blasted
someone with a fire house.

danger, the Marauders actions
towards Snape were childish
pranks. The Marauders idea of an
insult was to call him “Snivellus,”
but Snape called Lily, the girl
who had stood by him through
everything, the worst racial slur
in the entire wizarding world. And
when Sirius went too far with a
prank, James saved Snape’s life.
But Snape just continued to be
bitter and rude because his fragile
masculinity and pride had been
‘damaged’ by having James save
him.

MADDIE: It doesn’t matter what

CAM: There’s a lot of

a person's been through in life
or how hard someone's had it,
hurting children the way Snape
did is never justified. Children
have to be treated kindly, because
children don’t know any better.
There’s no proof that the
Marauders were loved by
everyone. There’s no proof that
other Hogwarts students bullied
and ostracized Snape. Besides,
Snape seemed plenty close to the
Slytherin classmates -he even
became a Death Eater. In fact,
other than the one time that Sirius
may have tried to put Snape in

assumptions from the both of us
about motives and how things
were for these people. At some
point, the question must be asked:
do his selfless and heroic actions
outweigh the dark marks of his
past? Let me bring up the Parable
of the Prodigal Son before you
answer that question. For those
who don’t know it, I’ll do a quick
summary... Jesus tells the story of
two sons. They were both given
money by their father. One son left
his father and wasted the money
and sinned against the father, the
other stayed and worked and was

What house would you be in?
I have no idea.
Do you think Snape is a good person?
Based on what I’ve seen, he’s not a great
person.
What spell would help you most in life
and why?
A spell that cleans my desk at the
end of the day.
What subject would you teach at Hogwarts?
Morals with magic.

What house would you be in?
Gryffindor.
Do you think Snape is a good person?
I think he’s a flawed person. He loves
truly, but he’s psychologically stuck at the
place he was at when he was at Hogwarts.
He’s not a bad person necessarily.
What spell would help you most in life
and why?
It’s not a spell, but a time turner. I’d get
so much work done.
What subject would you teach at Hogwarts?
I would definitely want to teach a
Magical or Fine Arts of some sort.

By Cam Gray and
Maddie Louie

loyal to the father. After awhile
the son who made mistakes came
back and was celebrated. The
brother who stayed was upset
because he thought his brother
didn’t deserve celebration. The
father said the son who came back
deserves celebration because he
fell away but returned, which is
harder than never falling at all.
Snape is this son. He fell away,
making mistakes, but then came
back and gave up his life to save
everyone.

MADDIE: Snape literally joined
a racist, murder cult. He came
back because he was like “Oh no,
they’re gonna kill Lily, nevermind
the rest of her family” and then
stayed because he had made a
deal with Dumbledore. There’s
no proof he came back out of the
goodness of his heart.
It’s up for debate whether or
not Snape’s wrongdoings and
the selfish reasons behind
his seemingly selfless actions
outweigh the good in him.
CAM: So, did Snape’s positive
actions redeem him?
MADDIE: Not in my opinion.

What house would you be in?
Gryffindor .
Do you think Snape is a good person?
Yes. Snape was real with Harry, Snape
told Harry what he needed to hear, not
what he wanted to hear.
What spell would help you most in life
and why?
The one that organizes and cleans
everything.
What subject would you teach at Hogwarts?
Transfigurations.
What would you turn into if you were an
animagus?
A Hawk or an eagle.
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Googly-Eyed Caper Caught
in The Act
T

Guess which one
is NOT TRUE!
By Harper Kast

1. Hates pizza.
2. Shaved her
head when
she was five
years old.
3. She's a great
cook.

Gloria Rear
-Freshman

he school is safe once again.
For months googly eyes have been appearing on inanimate objects of all shapes and
sizes. No surface that slightly resembled a face
was safe: books, posters, vending machines,
staplers, thermostats, everything!
It was anarchy!
Lucky for the world, the criminal was apprehended by authorities a.k.a. editors Claire
Hoffman and Cam Gray.
The culprit was senior Jonathan Van Kinkle.
When asked what his motives were, Van
Kinkle responded, “It had to be done.”
It seems he was the mastermind behind the
operation but had lackeys who helped him.
When asked to reveal his accomplices, the
perp refused to give any names and just made
silly faces before demonstrating his ability to
do a cartwheel. It was a pretty good cartwheel.
See for yourself, here are some pictures of
the crime scenes...

1. Born in
Nebraska.
2. I am 6 foot 3.
3. Almost skipped
a grade.
Jack Thornton
-Freshman
The Googly-Eyed Caper or better known as Jonathan Van Kinkle
strikes again.

Amy Blanchard
-Sophomore

1. Likes sushi.
2. Likes the
color blue.
3. Is adopted.
Brandon Boresek
-Sophomore

1. Played soccer
for seven years.
3. Has two little
brothers.
2. Has broken five
Maddy Primrose
bones.
-Junior

Sam Barker
-Junior

1. Has four
sisters.
2. Likes to ski.
3. Has gone
bungee
jumping.

1. Has been to six
countries.
2. Doesn't have
siblings.
3. Has never
broken a bone.

Kai Fuji
-Senior

Confessions of a Subway Sandwich Artist
You know that person behind the counter? Yeah, she's a person too...
...hear our stories of working in a fast food restaurant.
From Sarah Cavinee
One day...I was working the evening
shift and it had been a busy day full of
lines out the door. This guy came in and
something about his face and stature
told me that this wasn’t going to be a
good customer. I started making him a
footlong Roasted Chicken which was
the Deal of the Day.
He asked for bacon, but didn’t want
be pay the extra money and he was not
happy that I was going to make him
pay for his four pieces of bacon. I told
him I could charge him just 99 cents for
just two pieces and he snipped back at
me, “Well, why don’t you just decide?”
He wasn’t happy that he’d only get two
pieces of bacon but he settled for that,
so I proceeded to toast his sandwich.
While it was in the toaster, he confirmed
that even with the extra bacon, chips
and drink the total would come to
$6. Clearly, he didn’t understand the
concept that with the Deal of the Day,
you can get a footlong for $6 or a six
inch sub with a drink and chips for $6.
Clearly put off, he decided he didn’t
want that sandwich anymore and had me

throw it away and only to start another
sandwich that would ultimately cost
more that his original with four pieces
of bacon, with chips and a drink...He
wanted a Spicy Italian with extra bacon
(still only two pieces).
Once I toasted the sandwich, I asked
for what sauces he’d like. As instructed
by him, I was putting on one strip of
mayo, one strip of mustard and one strip
of chipotle, when he asked for another
line of chipotle.
Doing as he asked, I added another,
but when I looked up he was glaring at
me and complained that I put it on only
one side of the bread. I added another
strip of chipotle to the other side of the
bread and then he said exasperatedly,
“Well now you put too much!” Wiping
some off, I bit my tongue and completed
his *%#$ sandwich.
At this point, he informed me that he
needed to go get his money and left the
store for two minutes. When he came
back and I was handing him his change,
he lowered his hand so that the change
tumbled into his hand. Then he had the
audacity to say, “You're really gonna

throw my money at me?”
Did I mention that this was the day
after Christmas? Needless to say I was
ready to go home.
From Julia Melendy
Once...I was sweeping in the store
when a man came sprinting in and ran
straight to the bathroom, he slammed the
door and I just stood and waited for him.
He came out and said he accidentally
dropped his phone in the toilet and then
sprinted out of the store. I went and
checked and sure enough there was an
iPhone 6 just sitting at the bottom of the
toilet...he never came back for it.
Another time...I was working when
all of the sudden a group of about 3-4
people came in the store. One girl came
up to the counter and started to repeat
to me how her dad was a mailman and
wouldn’t stop saying that. Her friends
were standing and dancing on the tables,
while one of the young kids knocked
down the chip rack. My coworker asked
them to leave and they ran around the
store for awhile and then left. It was
hard not to laugh.

UPCOMING AUDITIONS
Julia Melendy
-Senior

1. Is afraid of
spiders.
2. His favorite cereal
is lucky charms.
3. Afraid of the
ocean.
***Answers can be found on
the bottom of page 9***

The Little Mermaid

Auditions are Feb. 5 at 3:30 p.m.
Shows are April 20-21, 26-27

Talent Show

Auditions are Feb. 5, 6 and 9
Talent Show is Feb. 28
Answers to Two Truths and a Lie: Gloria: 3; Jack: 2; Amy: 1; Brandon: 3; Maddy: 2; Sam: 3; Julia: 2; Kai: 1

1. Has two sisters.
2. Hates the color
orange.
3. Got scarred by
a squirrel.
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Swim Coaches
Keep Athletes
Kicking
Swim numbers on
the rise for the
Marist swim team
JJ Anderson
STAFF WRITER

T

his winter season, the swim team
has seen a substantial increase in
members. The hiring of fourth-year swim
coach Ryan Elliott as the freshman physical
science teacher may have been what caused
the rise in participation.
Last year, the swim team had 19
swimmers. This year that number has
jumped to 40. Out of the 40 swimmers,
only 13 of them are returners.
Elliott doesn’t know if his on-campus
coaching position has affected how many
swimmers went out this year, but the
numbers speak for themselves.
Previously, Elliott was a student teacher
at Springfield High School. Coming to
Marist was his first full-time teaching job.
Due to the increase in swimmers, the

Coaches Ryan Elliot and
Kaila Lee watch as the
team practices at Echo
Hollow Pool. Photo by Teresa
Molina-Gomez

practice plan from last year had to change.
Now the team is having to split their
practices into two different locations: Echo
Hollow and Willamalane.
On some days, half of the team is not
even in the pool, they are doing weight
lifting as a part of a dry-land workout.
With the additional practices, an assistant
coach was a necessity, so new assistant
coach Kaila Lee was hired. Lee attended
Willamette High School prior to swimming
at the University of Kansas. While in high
school, she set the state age-group record

Chillin' on the Slopes
Maddie Louie

A

Nick Lund carves down mount Bachelor during the slalom race. Photo by Christina Lund

by the

Numbers

EDITOR

s the Winter Olympics approach and people look to an
athletic world dominated by snow,
Marist’s ski team is enjoying the
snow as well on the slopes of Mt.
Bachelor.
Each weekend from January
to March, the Oregon School Ski
Association hosts the 15 schools
in the league in either slalom or
giant slalom races.
Currently in the midst of their
second season in the league, the
team has expanded to almost
double the original size and kept
the same supportive family spirit
they had last year when the combined teams placed 4th overall in
the league standings.
Trust, or at least camaraderie,
doesn’t seem to be an issue for
the team. During winter break,
the team underwent a ‘ski camp’

10

Number of
returning seniors
for boys basketball

for the 50-meter freestyle and qualified for
the Junior Championship Meet.
Sophomores Lauren Barry and Aubrie
Ellison both like the fact that Lee was
a collegiate and club swimmer. “I think
[Lee’s] extremely relatable towards each
swimmer as an individual on the team
as she has gone through each level of
competition,” said Barry.
“Kaila does a great job on focusing on
each individual swimmer and working with
everyone’s technique” said Ellison.
The team is still relatively young

Second year of ski team sees
almost double the numbers

that lasted for three days and two
nights. Waking up as early as 5
a.m. and staying up as late as midnight, they drove to Mt. Bachelor
from Eugene everyday to undergo
a series of team bonding activities
designed by the coaches to work
more as a unit.
Since the goal of each race is to
have at least three team members
complete the course successfully,
which is the only way to get a
team score, understanding the
team dynamic is important. “One
of the most important things on
a ski team is that you trust others
that they’ll be able to get a good
time for the team,” sophomore
Nick Lund said.
Due to the lack of snow in the
Cascades, the team has to go to
Mt. Bachelor for practices in
addition to races, increasing the
time commitment. Nevertheless,
they continue to practice and race

59

Number of blocks by
the girls basketball
team

when it comes to experience. “Everyone
is progressing nicely and by the end
of the season we’re going to be pretty
competitive,” Elliott said.
When it comes to the meets, the boys
have the “perfect” amount of swimmers
to fill up all of their heats evenly. But the
number of girls is so high they have to
create more heats or share competition time.
“Overall the season has been super
great and I can’t wait until districts!” said
sophomore Katie Thompson.

in Bend every weekend to spend
time on the slopes, but the time
off the slope is just as important
to the team.
The laughter and experiences
the team share are many, bringing them closer together. At a
recent race, sophomore James
Cross and junior Andrew Dryden
attempted to do back flips right
before a race, resulting in the
team’s laughter as both boys
crashed hard. “Skiing is a lot
more fun when you get to ski with
people you know and people you
hang out with,” sophomore Ellie
Gonyea said.
Training for the season begins in
mid-November or early December
depending on how good the snow
is. They run drills or practice gates
each weekend, even now that it is
racing season, and have dryland
practices at Marist for over an hour
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

400,000

Average meters swam by the
entire swim team weekly

“It’s a big commitment but it’s
also very rewarding. It’s a very
close knit team so everyone is very
supportive of each other and it
allows you to grow and become a
better skier in general,” Lund said.
“We’re all here to work as a group
unit to become a better team.”

Lucy Tsai, Sally Moore and Caroline Jensen
smile for a photo between runs. Photo courtesy of
Sally Moore

83

Percent of the ski team that
are underclassmen
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AFTER THE BELL

A

Claire Hoffman
EDITOR

Q. If you woke up as an animal,

T

enior Eric Tichenor and
sophomore Jordan Thornton
have been wrestling for Sheldon
High School this season since
Marist hasn't had a wrestling team
since 2010.
Tichenor, who is in his second
year wrestling at Sheldon wrestles
in the 170 lb weight class and is
13-7 this season and placed 1st in
the Central Linn Tournament.
"It's cool being able to go to
Marist and represent Sheldon
because in middle school I went
to Cal Young, so I know a lot of
the guys." Tichenor said, "It's been
a great experience with the best
coaching I've ever received in my
life. I came into this sport with no
prior experience and thanks to the
coaching I've come a long way
from last year."
Thornton wrestles in the 138
weight class and has gone 1-2 in
varsity and 0-4 in JV.

Q. What's the most ridiculous
fact you know?

A. Coconuts kill about 150 people
per year; that's more than sharks.

Spencer Franssen takes the ball down the court against Silverton.
Photo by Ivonne Perez

Q. If you could visit anywhere

game and leads the team in assists as well.
As the second half of the league begins tonight,
the team will take on the Colts once again at Thurston, with a tip off of 7 p.m. Be sure to come and
support your Spartans!

GIRLS TOGETHER AGAIN

coastline on the Adriatic Sea.

Q. If you were a crayon in a
crayon box, what color would
you be and why?
A. Black, because I couldn't be
colored over.

Andrew
Bascom

High Flying
Action

in the world where would it be?

A. Croatia, because of the beautiful

Boys Skiing

S

Mo Cavinee

EDITOR

Sydney Wright

Cameron Gray

what animal would you want to
be and why?
A. A panda, so I wouldn't have to
do anything but eat and sleep.

Wiley Watts

Senior Eric Tichenor smiles moments after a
win. Photo courtesy of Eric Tichenor

he boys basketball team is halfway through
their league play and is currently ranked 14th
in the state with a record of 9-8.
Early in league play, the boys found success
on the court, including a major 48-45 win against
Thurston, who were at the time ranked number one
in the state.
As the season is progressing, the Spartans are
continuing to face tough games within the league.
Currently, five of the top 11 ranked teams are a part
of the Midwestern League, including Thurston,
Crater, Springfield and Churchill.
“It’s good for us to have a challenge every game,”
head coach Bart Pollard said. This competitive
league almost guarantees a tough game every night.
With a little over three weeks left of the regular
season, the Spartans are looking to use competitive
league play to fuel them for post-season play. “The
hope is that our league play gives us a chance to
play in the playoffs,” Pollard said.
With 10 of the 13 players being seniors with
past varsity minutes, the team possesses no lack of
experience.
Currently, junior Chase Cutsforth is the leading scorer, averaging 10.8 points per game and
senior Spencer Franssen is a dominant force on
the boards, leading the team with 6.1 rebounds per

Boys Basketball

Isaac
Zachem

Spartans look forward to
post-league play

Girls Basketball

Marist students
wrestle for Sheldon

sk an
thlete

Driving Through a Tough League

Girls Swimming

Wrestling Irish

Boys Swimming

PLEASE RECYCLE

Q. What mythical creature
would improve the world
most if it existed?

Hannah Urso-Eades performs with the Zenith
Aerial Arts Troupe. Photo by Stephanie Urso

Q. How would you sum up

JJ Anderson

the internet?

STAFF WRITER

6

Number of shooting
state championships
since 2012

Experienced varsity team finds success on the court
STAFF WRITER

T

his year, the girls basketball
team had a rare occurrence in

Junior Emma McKenney takes the ball down
the court. Photo by Toni Cooper

96

Number of pompoms owned by the
cheer team

athletics when they returned their
entire varsity team from last season.
Last season, the Spartans
finished with a 21-6 record and
fourth place finish in the state.
If anything, last season is just a
glimpse of what is to come from
the Spartans this year.
This season, there are three
seniors on the roster with
a plethora of juniors and
underclassmen. “It was nice,
we didn't need to incorporate
anybody in”, junior Emma
McKenney said on the benefits
of not losing any players to
graduation last season.
Head coach Terry Harrison said
coming into this year it was an

easy transition and that not losing
anybody made the pre-season
easier because everyone knew the
plays from the previous season.
This season, the Spartans
are being lead in points by
junior Emma McKenney, who’s
averaging 15.7, along with 2.2
assists and nearly two steals per
game. Seniors Claire and Lauren
Eagan combine for 3.1 blocks and
14.6 rebounds per game.
The Spartans are out-scoring
their opponents by an average
of 12.5 points per game and are
averaging 11 assists per game. On
the defensive end, they are holding
their opponents to a 30.6 field goal
percentage and 39 points per game.

Q. If a brown bear was about
to attack you in your bedroom
and you only had time to grab
one item, what would you grab
and why?
A. I would grab a blanket so I
could make myself seem larger.

Cheerleading

JJ Anderson

Shooting

Marist girls basketball cheer after the National Anthem. Photo by Toni Cooper

Abby Jones

annah Urso-Eades, a
sophomore here at Marist,
is going to be performing at the
Hult Center on Mar. 18 in a show
called Chromaticity: Reflections
Under Pressure with her Zenith
Aerial Arts Troupe.
The high-flying group is a
mixture of acrobats ranging from
12 to 18 years old.
Urso-Eades got into aerial
acrobatics five years ago when she
moved to Eugene from Denver,
Colorado. She aspires to be apart
of the world-renowned Cirque du
Soleil. Her aerial acrobat coach,
Naja Rossoff, said that the group
at the moment hasn’t reached the
top-tier skill level of Cirque du
Soleil, but they are very capable.
Tickets will be available online
at hultcenter.org soon.

A. Cat videos and challenges.

Kayley
Cook

H

Girls Skiing

Ellie Gonyea

A. A unicorn cuz it would
bring peace.

Q. What is your favorite fall
vegetable?

A. Butternut squash.

Have you bought your 2018 yearbook yet?
BUY YOURS NOW!!!

$70
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THE SPARTAN SPEAR

ENTERTAINMENT

from Caroline and Maddie

ARNAV REDDY
What Netflix show did you last
binge watch?
"I didn’t binge watch anything."
If you were to rename Marist, what
would you change it to?
"Millertince."
If you had a time machine,
what time would you visit?
"Last year, 7th period science class,
because I miss the teacher."
If you were famous, what would the
world know you for?
"Being good at chemistry
and physical science. "

HAGAN
STEPHENSON
If you had three wishes,
what three things would you wish for?
"Food, food and more food."
What is your favorite thing about Oregon?
"The trees."
What is your favorite pick up line?
"Are you from McDonald's? Because
I'm Lovin' It."
If you could learn any language fluently, what
would it be?
"Spanish, because girls
find it cute."

LAUGHING PLANET

This cafe-style, laid-back restaurant
has two separate locations in Eugene
-one at 2864 Willamette Street and
one at 760 Blair Boulevard. Laughing
Planet serves delicious, substantial
meals packed with locally grown ingredients and offers plenty of protein and
veggie options on the menu. The menu
is especially accommodating for the
vegetarians and vegans of the world.
I highly recommend the Thai Bowl
and suggest you try their delicious
smoothies.

Upon walking into Laughing
Planet, you may notice the aesthetic
dinosaur toys that serve as spunky
decor while simultaneously giving kids
something to play with as they wait for
their dish to come.
If you’re in a bind and don’t have
the time to go out and grab a meal at
Laughing Planet just give them a call
and they’ll deliver your food to you!
Visit the Blair Blvd location and
get a tasty treat at the Sweet Life
Patisserie conveniently located nearby.
-Caroline Gonyea

COMING IN FUTURE PAPERS...
...DINNER AND DESSERT!
STAR WARS: THE LAST JEDI

MOVIES

BRIAHNA GUEVARA
If you had three wishes, what
three things would you
wish for?
"Food, soda and to hang
out with friends."
What is your favorite thing about Oregon?
"When it rains, it can be very pretty."
What is your favorite pick up line?
"I don’t know any."
If you could learn any language fluently,
what would it be?
"I would want to learn Russian.
I think Russian sounds
really cool."

LUNCH FOOD

OF THE

BELLA ZACHEM
What Netflix show did you last
binge watch?
"Riverdale."
If you were to rename Marist,
what would you change it to?
"SPARTA!"
If you had a time machine,
what time would you visit?
"The future because it's like
awesome and stuff."
If you were famous, what would the
world know you for?
"Having an obnoxious laugh."

On the last day of school before winter
break, I sprinted out of school with 18 of
my friends to catch the 3:10 showing of
Star Wars: The Last Jedi. We’d booked our
tickets almost three months in advance and
were hyped to see this latest installment
in the Star Wars franchise to settle two
years of questions and hypotheses about
what was coming next. It went above and
beyond all of my expectations, I absolutely
loved it.
The movie picks up immediately
where The Force Awakens left off, with the
Resistance fleeing from the First Order and
Rey (Daisy Ridley) finding jedi master Luke
Skywalker (Mark Hamill). The Last Jedi is
unlike any other Star Wars film, with several

different stories happening simultaneously
until they all come together at the end. We
see ex-stormtrooper Finn (John Boyega),
Resistance mechanic Rose Tico (Kelly Marie
Tran), and Resistance pilot Poe Dameron
(Oscar Isaac) work to save the Resistance,
while a conflicted Rey undergoes jedi
training with Skywalker as she learns and
understands more about Kylo Ren (Adam
Driver) of the First Order.
The Last Jedi is cinematically brilliant,
with striking visuals and beautifully
choreographed fight scenes that take your
breath away. It builds further upon the
huge Star Wars universe while giving it a
high-stakes adventure twist to keep you
captivated. -Maddie Louie

Letters to

the Editors
NICK CLARK
What is your favorite
commercial?
"'Wassup?' by Budweiser.
Got to love a classic."
If your house caught on fire, what are the
first three things you would grab?
"Three of my four cats (sorry Fluffy)."
What is the theme song of your life?
My Heart Will Go On from Titanic.
If you could go back and hang out with any
teacher in their teenage years who
would it be and why?
"Beth Keech Kim
since she used to hang
out with Kobe (Bryant)."

VIOLA WATTS
If you were a breed of dog, what
would it be and why?
"A greyhound because they are
secretly one of the laziest dog
breeds on the planet and nobody
knows it, like me. "
If you could invent anything,
what will it be?
"A pillow that lets you lie comfortably
on your side while wearing
headphones because this is a real
problem that needs to be addressed."
Do you think senioritis is real and why?
"If senioritis isn’t real then I have
every reason to doubt my existence."

LYDIA NELSON
What is your favorite
commercial?
"The infomercials where
the actors can’t complete very
simple tasks."
If your house caught on fire, what are the
first three things you would grab?
"My Big Time Rush, Justin Bieber
and Jonas Brothers CDs."
What is the theme song of your life?
"The Wii theme music."
If you could go back and hang
out with any teacher in their
teenage years who would
it be and why?
"Mr. Baker because
he had frosted tips."

WILLIAM LOVEALL
If you were a breed of dog, what would it be
and why?
"I would be a pug because they are so
stupid and have no idea what they are
doing, but people love them."
If you could invent anything, what will it be?
"I would invent faster airplanes that
take about 10 minutes to fly to Africa
and around the world so that I can
explore the whole world."
Do you think senioritis is real and why?
"I think it is real because I have already
developed it."

Dear Maddie,
Is it worth playing an
instrument in high school? It
seems like it would just add to
an already heavy workload.
From,
Lee Music
Dear Lee Music,
It’s a time commitment, but
band is pretty chill. The band
room is full of comfy couches
and has a TV we watch Disney
movies on sometimes. Plus, I
get to watch Tommy Akers try to
throw pencils into the ceiling.
Sincerely,
Maddie
Dear Sarah,
What is your favorite and least
favorite Subway sandwich
to make? What has been
your favorite moment while
working there?
From,
A Curious Customer
Dear Curious Customer,
Favorite: turkey or ham,
they’re easy. Least favorite:
anything with double meat
and/or American cheese-you
can’t pull it apart! Favorite
part of working there: The
paycheck!
Sincerely,
Sarah

Dear Dylan,
Would you rather fight a pack
of wolves with a pointy stick
(you have the stick) or a bear
with nunchucks (both you and
the bear have nunchucks)?
From,
Bearly a Ninja
Dear Bearly a Ninja,
I'd take on the wolves and
display my various skills with
pointy sticks, such as spinning
and pole vaulting, so they’d
see the benefit of having me as
part of the pack. I would then
completely devote myself to
the pack and work my way up
to Alpha.
Sincerely,
Dylan
Dear Editors,
Why do you get mad at JJ
and Nick so much?
From,
Mick and DJ
Dear obviously Nick and JJ,
Get off your monkey-typinginto-space game when you’re
supposed to be working on
the paper.
Sincerely,
Toni

Dear Megan,
How would you handle a pack
of cats who constantly hiss at
you roaming around your house
every day at sundown?
From,
Scaredy Cat
Dear Scaredy Cat,
I’d move. I don’t like being
catty.
Sincerely,
Megan
Dear Cam,
Why do boys punch each
other?
From a confused, bruised boy
Dear confused, bruised boy
It’s a bonding experience.
Sincerely,
Cam
Dear Claire,
What are the reasons
Pokemon Go shouldn’t make
a comeback?
From,
Bill Basuar
Dear Bill Basuar,
So I don’t hit someone with
my car.
Sincerely,
Claire

